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Apostrophes for Possession 



Apostrophes For Possession 

Task 1: Organise these nouns in to two groups: singular (one) and plural (more than one) 
TIP: It may help to draw pictures of the words to help you to decide. 

Recap:  The word before the apostrophe owns the item.

Fancy a challenge? Choose a book and write down all of the words with apostrophes that 
you can find in the first 5 pages. How many use a possessive apostrophe? 

Singular possession: When one person (or thing) owns an item the apostrophe 
goes before the s. 

Plural possession: When two or more people (or things) own an item the apostrophe 
goes after the s. 

The girl’s car.   The girls’ car.   

girl Claire puppies kitten teachers man 

horses girls flower photos doll eggs 

Singular or Plural 

The dog’s bowl 

The teachers’ books 

Sam’s blue coat 

Task 2: Read these phrases carefully and then decide whether the underlined noun is singular 
or plural.  
TIP: Look carefully at the position of the apostrophe.

Singular or Plural 

The cats’ kittens 

The dolls’ dresses 

The horse’s saddle 

Task 3: Edit these sentences by adding the apostrophes in to the correct place. The word in 
bold needs the apostrophe.  

1. After our walk, my brothers feet were muddy. (singular)

2. There is a birds nest in the oak tree. (plural)

3. Luckily, I found my friends bracelet. (singular)

4. She tidied up the puppies toys. (plural)

5. You need your parents permission. (plural)

6. Marys umbrella turned inside out. (singular)



Answers 
Task 1: Organise these nouns in to two groups: singular (one) and plural (more than one) 
TIP: It may help to draw pictures of the words to help you to decide. 

girl (s) Claire (s) puppies (p) kitten (s) teachers (p) man (s) 

horses (p) girls (p) flower (s) photos (p) doll (s) eggs (p) 

Singular or Plural 

The dog’s bowl singular 

The teachers’ books plural 

Sam’s blue coat singular 

Task 2: Read the noun phrases carefully and decide if the noun is singular or plural. 

TIP: Look carefully at the apostrophe and use the rule above.  

Singular or Plural 

The cats’ kittens plural 

The dolls’ dresses plural 

The horse’s saddle singular 

Task 3: Rewrite these sentences adding the apostrophes in the correct places. The word in 
bold needs the apostrophe. Remember to check carefully if the nouns are singular or plural. 

1. After our walk, my brother’s feet were muddy. (singular: apostrophe before the s)
Explained: The feet belong to one brother. 

2. There is a birds’ nest in the oak tree. (plural: apostrophe after the s)
Explained: The nest belongs to more than one bird. 

3. Luckily, I found my friend’s bracelet. (singular: apostrophe before the s)
Explained: The bracelet belongs to one friend. 

4. She tidied up the puppies’ toys. (plural: apostrophe after the s)
Explained: The toys belong to more than one puppy. 

5. You need your parents’ permission. (plural: apostrophe after the s)
Explained: The permission belongs to more than one parent. 

6. Mary’s umbrella turned inside out. (singular: apostrophe before the s)
Explained: The umbrella belongs to one person named Mary. 
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Writing a Description 

Fancy a challenge? 

Choose someone you know (e.g. family member, friend, teacher or book character) to 
create a wanted poster on by drawing their portrait and then writing a description of this 
person. Remember to use singular possessive apostrophes when describing their features. 

Task 1: 

In your book, create at least 5  
sentences to describe this picture using singular 
possessive apostrophes. 

E.g. 

You could even name the characters to avoid 
repetition 
E.g. 

Recap:  The word before the apostrophe owns the item.

Singular possession: When one person (or thing) owns an item the apostrophe goes before the s. 

Plural possession: When two or more people (or things) own an item the apostrophe goes after the s. 

Spellings:  pirate moustache 

bandana beard 

Task 2: Create a wanted poster for this pirate. 

Write a description of this pirate to help the authorities to find 
him. Try and include at least 3 apostrophes for possession. There 
is a template on the next page that you could use or you could 
draw your own poster in your book. 

Example Passage: 

WANTED! 

Long John Silver 

Top Tip: To avoid repetition you could use pronouns such as he, she, his and her in any sentences 
which don’t include apostrophes. 

'

'



Writing a Description 

WANTED! 

Name: 

Description: 
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Irregular Plural Apostrophes 

 

Recently, we have been learning about using apostrophes for singular and plural 
possession.  
Usually, to make a word plural you simply add an s on the end (e.g. cats or boys.) 
However, some words do not follow this rule. E.g. child doesn’t become childs when 
pluralised. It becomes children. 

It is irregular. 

Fancy a challenge:  
Create a poster explaining the rules of using possessive apostrophes. You could include 
drawings and examples. Here are some of the key words you could use:  

Task 1: Have a go at writing the plural version of these nouns that are irregular.

Singular Plural Singular Plural 

mouse person 

man woman 

Singular: The child’s ball.   Plural: The children’s ball.   

When using irregular plural nouns with possessive apostrophes, the same rule applies: 

The word before the apostrophe owns the item. 

   The ball belongs to one child.   The ball belongs to multiple children. 

Task 2: Correct the phrases written below by adding in the apostrophe in the correct place. 
Look carefully to decide whether they have a singular or irregular plural noun in them. 
Then write a sentence about who the item belongs to to show your understanding. 

Example:  

1. The womans house

2. The womens house

3. The childs work

4. The childrens work

5. The persons clothes

6. The peoples clothes

plural singular noun apostrophe possession irregular plurals 

Send your poster to Miss Holmes on Class Dojo



Irregular Plural Apostrophes 

Task 1: Write the plurals of these nouns.

Singular Plural Singular Plural 

mouse mice person people 

man men woman women 

Task 2: Write these noun phrases in to your book and add in the apostrophes. 
Then write a sentence to say who the item belongs to - see the example above to 
help you. 

Example:     The man’s socks.   The socks belong to the man. 

1. The woman’s house
The house belongs to the woman.

2. The women’s house
The house belongs to the women.

3. The child’s work
The work belongs to the child.

4. The children’s work
The work belongs to the children.

5. The person’s clothes
The clothes belong to the person.

6. The people’s clothes
The clothes belong to the people.
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Writing a Description 

Fancy a challenge? Research the playground games in this picture that you are unfamiliar 
with and see if there are any you could play at home!  

Yesterday, we learnt about using apostrophes with irregular plurals e.g. children. 
Today, we will be writing a description showcasing our new knowledge.  

Task 1: Answer these questions on the picture below. 
(There is a larger version on the next page if needed.) 
1. Where are these animal children and how do you know?

2. What are they doing?

3. Name three animals that you can see in the picture.

Task 3:  In your book, create as 
many phrases as you can to describe 
this picture using possessive 
apostrophes. Think about what  
belongs to the creature. 

E.g.

Task 4: In your book, Use the phrases that you have created to write 
at least one paragraph describing this picture. 

You should include: 

Possessive 

apostrophes 
Correct spellings Prepositions Noun phrases 

child’s  
children’s 

class’s 
teacher’s 
group’s  

hedgehog’s  
badger’s 

school, building 
playground, 
hopscotch, 
waistcoat, chalk, 
skipping rope, 
marbles, rabbit,  
hedgehog, badger 

right, left, 
next to, beside, 

on, under, 
over, toward, 
in front of,  

behind, near 

dark green hat 

old-fashioned dress 

tall furry ears 

smart black tie 

artistic chalk patterns 

Task 2: What can you see in 
this image? Make a list in your 
book!  
E.g.
 

 

Example Sentences:  

Artistic patterns are being 
drawn on the floor using the 
hedgehog’s chalk. Nearby,  
the teacher wearing the old-
fashioned dress is watching 
the children’s game of 
marbles. 



Writing a Description 
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Reading Genres 

Struggling to come up with ideas? Research the genre online! 

Do you marvel in mystery books? Lose yourself in fantasy novels? Complete a review of 
your favourite genre! This page has ideas to help you with your genre review.  

You can use the layout on the next page or design your own!

Information to Include: Ideas: 

My favourite genre is…  
(Choose one from the list)

Adventure     Fantasy     Mystery/Detective     Comedy 
Fairytale      Poetry     Myths      Historical Fiction 

Science Fiction    Autobiography    Horror    Legends     

Explain the genre:
Adventure: A story in which the characters go 
somewhere exciting and dangerous. 

Fantasy: A story about imagined places and people 
which is not based on reality.  It is set in a whole other 
world with fantastical creatures and magic.  

A picture of the genre:

Some of my favourite books 
in this genre: 

Fairytale: Hansel and Gretel, Little Red Riding Hood, 
Goldilocks 

Authors who are famous in 
this genre: 

Comedy: David Walliams, Roald Dahl, Liz Pichon 

Settings in this genre: Mystery: Police Station, Mansion, 
Jewellery Shop, Quiet Village  

Fantasy: Mystery/Detective: 

Fancy a challenge?  Write a short story in your favourite genre. You could fold paper to 
make it look like a book and include illustrations of the story!  



Reading Genres 

My Favourite Books 
in this genre: 

Famous Authors 
in this genre: 

Settings often found in this 
genre: 

   

I would recommend this genre to... 

Reasons I LOVE this genre…. 




